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THE BELGIAN DOCTORS’ AND
PHARMACISTS’ RELIEF FUND. 

IT was decided at the last meeting of the Executive
Committee of the Fund that a second appeal must be made’
to the medical profession on behalf of our suffering Belgian
colleagues, their Wives and families. A statement has been

widely circulated during the week showing directions in
which the large sum contributed to the Fund by the

generosity of the medical and pharmaceutical professions
has been distributed, and giving also the reasons why every
endeavour must be made to maintain the Fund in all its

great spheres of utility.
As a response to the circular, Dr. H. A. Des V&oelig;ux, the

treasurer, is now receiving a large number of subscriptions,
so large that only a portion of them can be acknowledged in
our columns this week.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SECOND APPEAL.
The following subscriptions to the Fund have been received

during the week ending April 15th :-

It will be observed with pleasure that the system of
monthly subscriptions has begun to attract attention, and it
is trusted by the Committee that this method of supporting
the movement, which in these days may have its advantages
for many willing subscribers, will prove a source of steady
income for some time to come. It will be seen that several
contributors in sending donations have indicated that
although the payment is made in bulk it is to be taken as
representing a series of monthly subscriptions, in which
form the gift is also acknowledged.

Subscriptions to the Fund should be sent to the treasurer
of the Fund, Dr. H. A. Des Voeux, at 14, Buckingham Gate,
London, S.W. 1, and should be made payable to the Belgian
Doctors’ and Pharmacists’ Relief Fund, crossed Lloyds
Bank, Limited. 

’

URBAN VITAL STATISTICS. 
(Week ended April 6th, 1918.)

English and TTelsh Towns.-In the 96 English and Welsh towns,
with an aggregate civil population estimated at 16,500,000 persons
for the year 1917, the annual rate of mortality was 16’5, against
revised rates of 17’0 and 16’5 per 1000 in the two preceding
weeks. In London, with a population exceeding 4,000,000 persons,
the death-rate was 17-3, or 0’3 per 1000 below that recorded in
the previous week; among the remaining towns the rates ranged
from 4’9 in Ilford, 6’5 in Ealing, and 7’6 in Gloucester, to 24’4 in
West Hartlepool, 26’3 in Great Yarmouth, and 37’0 in Bamsley. The
principal epidemic diseases caused 638 deaths, which corresponded
to an annual rate of 2’0 per 1000, and included 292 from measles,
218 from whooping-cough, 61 from diphtheria, 51 from infantile
diarrh&oelig;a, 10 from scarlet fever, and 6 from enteric fever. Measles
caused a death-rate of 3’6 in Southampton, 4’2 in Merthyr Tydfil, 4’4
in Bristol and in Leeds, 4 6 in Great Yarmouth, and 14’1 in Barnsley;
whooping-cough of 2’0 in Sheffield and in South Shields, and 2-7 in
Enfield; and diphtheria of 2’3 in St. Helens. The 956 cases of scarlet
fever and 1505 of diphtheria under treatment in the Metropolitan
Asylums Hospitals and the London Fever Hospital were 9 above and
42 below the respective numbers remaining at the end of the
previous week; there were also 31 cases of small-pox, including 2
new cases admitted during the week. Of the total deaths in the
96 towns, 150 resulted from violence. The causes of 40 deaths were
uncertified, of which 7 were registered in Liverpool, 4 each in Bir-
mingham and South Shields, and 3 in Hull. 
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Scotch Towns.-In the.16 largest Scotch towns, with an aggregate
population estimated at nearly 2,500,000 persons, the annual rate of
mortality was 13’9, against 16’3 and 14.6 per 1000 in the two preceding
weeks. The 285 deaths in Glasgow corresponded to an annual rate
of 13’3 per 1000, and included 10 from whooping-cough, 9 from measles,
5 from diphtheria, 3 from infantile diarrhoea, and 1 each from enteric
fever and scarlet fever. The 79 deaths in Edinburgh were equal
to a rate of 12’4 per 1000, and included 1 each from diphtheria and
whooping-cough.
Irish Towns.-The 167 deaths in Dublin corresponded to an annual

rate of 21’8, or 1’5 per 1000 above that recorded in the previous week,
and included 14 from whooping-cough, 3 from infantile diarrhoea,
2from measles, and 1 each from enteric fever and diphtheria. The
197 deaths in Belfast were equal to a rate of 26’1 per 1000, and included
9 from whooping-cough, 4 from measles. 2 from enteric fever, and
1 each from diphtheria and infantile diarrhoea.

(Week ended April 13th, 1918.)
English and Welsh Towns.-In the 96 English and Welsh towns, with

an aggregate civil population estimated at 16,500,000 persons, the
annual rate of mortality was 16’1, against 16’5 per 1000 in each
of the two preceding weeks. In London, with a population
exceeding 4,000,000 persons, the death-rate was 17’3 per 1000, and
coincided with that recorded in the previous week; among the
remaining towns the rates ranged from 5-9 in Edmonton, 6 5 in
Southend-on-Sea, and 7’1 in Exeter to 29’1 in Hastings, 29’8 in
Blackpool, and 35’9 in Barnsley. The principal epidemic diseases
caused 572 deaths, which corresponded to an annual rate of 1’8 per
1000, and included 253 from measles, 217 from whooping-cough,
46 from diphtheria, 38 from infantile diarrhoea, and 9 each from
scarlet fever and enteric fever. Measles caused a death-rate of
30 in Swindon, 3’3 in Wakefield, 4’0 in Blackpool, 4’2 in West
Hartlepool. 4’4 in Hull, and 17’4 in Barnsley; whooping-cough
of 1’6 in Bolton, 1’8 in Stockton-on-Tees, and 2’5 in West Hartlepool ;
and diphtheria of 1’7 in St. Helens. The 940 cases of scarlet fever
and 1431 of diphtheria under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums
Hospitals and the London Fever Hospital were 16 and 74 below the
respective numbers remaining at the end of the previous week; there
were also 28 cases of small-pox remaining, but no new case was admitted
during the week. Of the total deaths in the 96 towns 156 resulted from
violence. The causes of 36 deaths were uncertified, of which 9 were
registered in Birmingham, 8 in Liverpool, and 2 each in Manchester and
Carlisle.

Scotch Towns.-In the 16 largest Scotch towns, with an aggregate
population estimated at nearly 2,500,000 persons, the annual rate of
mortality was 13’7, against 14’6 and 13’9 per 1000 in the two pre-
ceding weeks. The 303 deaths in Glasgow corresponded to an annual
rate of 14-2 per 1000, and included 11 from measles, 8 from whooping-
cough, 5 from infantile diarrhoea, and 1 from scarlet fever. The 78
deaths in Edinburgh were equal to a rate of 12.2 per 1000, and
included a fatal case each of measles and diphtheria. _

Irish Towns.-The 184 deaths in Dublin corresponded to an annual
rate of 24’0, or 2’2 per 1000 above that recorded in the previous week,
and included 9 from whooping-cough, 3 each from enteric fever and
infantile diarrhoea, and 2 from. measles. The 182 deaths in Belfast
were equal to a rate of 24’1 per 1000. and included 20 from whooping-
cough, 5 from measles. 2 each from diphtheria and infantile. diarrh&oelig;a,
and 1 from enteric fever -


